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Local Youth Win Healthy Environment Awards
The Health & Wellness Coalition of Wichita’s Healthy Environment Youth Award honors youth that recognize healthy aspects of the environment and choose to live a healthy lifestyle through physical activity and healthy eating. The award was given to youth who submitted a photo of an object or location that supports healthy living in the environment and a 250 word essay describing why the object or location in the photo helps youth to be physically active or eat healthy.  Cael, one of the winners, explained in his essay how important farmers markets are. “Instead of going to McDonald’s, you can go to the farmers market and get healthy food to help your heart and soul be healthy”.  Breanna, another winner, expressed that “having a beautiful park certainly makes being active an easier part of life.” Molly explained how having trees in her yard helps her and her brother be active as they climb and play games in and around the trees. 

This year 103 students submitted an application. Winners from three age categories were selected by a sub-committee form the Health & Wellness Coalition of Wichita.  Winners will receive a gift card to a sporting goods store of their choosing. The first place in each category wins a $100.00 gift card. Second place wins a $75.00 gift card, and third place receives a $50.00 gift card.  This year’s winners are as follows. 
	
	Category 1 Ages 6-10
	

	1st
	Cael Sanderson
	Apollo Elementary School

	2nd
	Kiernan Rosier
	Andale Elementary School

	3rd
	Sawyer Simon
	Andale Elementary School

	
	Category 2 Ages 11-14
	

	1st
	Molly Chapman
	St. Marks School

	2nd
	Christina Kieu
	Allison Middle School

	3rd
	Karlye Cocking
	St. Marks School

	
	Category 3 15-18
	

	1st
	Breanna Horning
	Maize South High School
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